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"And so perhaps I may, and sooner than you will
like," replied my father.

Shortly after this had passed, I was surprized at a sudden
alteration in my father's manner towards me. From an
angry and offended countenance, with the coldest behaviour
at all times when we met, he resumed his natural character
respecting me by becoming kind and affectionate as ever,
and every thing I said or did seemed to please him. For
this change I could in no way account, knowing that I had
done nothing to entitle me to it. Upon my mother's
coming to town for a day on some business, I asked her if
she knew what had occasioned this favourable change as to
me, when she told me that he had a few mornings before
rode over to Mr. Smith's, where upon enquiry he found that
I had said what was true ; that Mr. Smith spoke of me in
the most affectionate language, and terms of the highest
panegyric, saying that so far from my betraying any
symptoms of profligacy or immorality during the many
times I had been his guest, I shewed myself the most
correct and best principled young man he ever knew;
that my lively and cheerful disposition deservedly made
me a favourite with every one acquainted with me, so
much so that not only himself, but every individual of
his family felt gratified when they saw me enter the house.
A eulogium so unexpected and so flattering to me had
delighted my poor father.

The same morning on which I received this information
my father learnt from my mother that it had been so
communicated. He then sent for me to his office, when
putting five guineas into my hand, he burst into tears,
tears that cut me to the soul, and drew from my eyes a
gush of exquisite anguish. After a silence of some minutes,
he pressed me close, kissed my cheek, and adding, " Perse-
vere, my dearest boy, in the right line and you will be an
honour to yourself and me/' dismissed me. I can safely
aver that these five guineas were the only ones I in my life
ever received without feeling a particle of satisfaction or
pleasure in the possession of them, but such is the fact.